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Step-Mothers.

If the pedigree ui s prejudice could
tum«ke it. respectable, the popular senti-
'ment against stepsmbthers might claim
respect. Homer had his fling at the
women who marry a widower with child-
ren: Virgil went ont of his way to cast
particnlarly hard and jarged stones at
their defenselessness; Ovild acensed them
of such things that it were better their
mothers had not borne them. Where
these great omes denounced, lesser
voices rallied: and the scandalizing of
step-mothers gradually became as classie
as many other stupidities and falsities.
“Mediseval literature accepted this con-
ventionality of antiquity, precisely asit
accepted other representations of women
down from those mighty ages,
without question as to their probability
or naturalness. It was enough for re-
viving intelligence to learn what
been thought, without thinking on its
own account. Butit is alittle hard that
the books of modern times, apd asg:w—
ially the novels of our own day, which
go eve and t to maay
people the only mental impressions they
receive, shonld echo the jests of Ovid
without their wit, or the slanders of Vir-
giirwbil.hout lhair;ﬁl!imcy. -
matrons of antiguity who pointed
the moral for detraction were never heard
in their own behalf, and mav have been
neither so fierce nor so frisky as the poets
delighted to draw them. Besides, the
offending dames of Homer, the half-
savage princesses of Thessaly, the slow-
witted farmers' wives of Rﬁnﬂ. were

hardly of the same humanity with the | 80ap

fine-fibred womanhood of to-day. Shall,
therefore, some sensitive soul, doing her
best for the happiness of her husband's
children, be dismayed by cheap jests,
stale two thousand years ago, or by de-
traction, which but repeats thecomments
of scandal-mongers dead before the
Ioniayn immigration.

What is there in the contact with ten-
der orphans to harden s woman's heart
against them? 1f she have babies of her
own, her love for them, her longing to
live for theirsakes, gh her I'hin.thitter-
ness of parting, wi angs of appre-
Ik:;miomp%u nrfel:heu&er ml;i:E:l{:;\Le

awn, and toncl r Spirit to o
able compassion for the motherless chil-
dren given to her torear. If she be child-
less, then thatinstinet of maternity which
lives in nearly every woman’'s heart, and
must be satisfied, reaches out naturally,
almost inevitably, toward her husband’s
children, for his sake hardly more than
for theirs. In families where the chil-
dren of the first wire are too young to
remember her with regret, when the

mother comes to them it is the rule,
and not the exception, that they love their
new protector with a love that makes no
abatement, and are pe happier than
they would have been their own
mother lived.

For we maintain that the popular im-
age of the step-mother is so far a phan-
tom, a mere figment of the imagination,
that a man's second wife is likelyto be a
much higher type of woman than his
first. Beauty, grace of manner, an
idiotic fondness for himself, the most
perishable and socidental charms, en-
chant the boy-lover, and make him the
husband. When his girl-wife becomes
the mother of his chil folly is not
thereby translated into wisdom; and if
she be compact of follies, however ipmttj
and well ved, her ing will suffer
for that combination. Does anybody
doubt that Agmes would have made a far
better mother for Dora's baby, had it
lived, than that poor, sweet-faced, loving,
silly, altogether charming simpleton?
And es is the woman whom the
Davids, in their thoughtful prime, would
choose.

Stap-mothers are impatient, unjust,
unabie to see its conduect from the child's
point of view. wearetold. Are mothers,
then, so uniformly patient, just, full of
loving imagination? Their children fret
them, bore them, offend against them
innocently, and are sharply and unfuirly
punished constantly. But their love is
taken for ted by a ecensorious world,
and very likely a perverse generation

raises their ** discipline.” inst the
r“rs of the step-mother the young of-
fender may trespass seventy times seven
times, snd if her voice be harsh at the
seventy-first infraction, all the child's
surviving relativeson the maternal side
openly pity him, or with ostentatious
forbearance, ‘“‘with arms encumbered
thus, or this head-shake, or by pronounc-
ing of some doubtful phrase,” aid and
comfort the rebel y more than by

usal of his cause.

¢ mean merely to assert that the
world is peopled by human beings. Ma-
tarnity comes by nature, but mother-
hood isthe fruitof grace. It is as likely
to be the possession of some maiden
sunt, of some childless matron, of some
misunderstood mother, as of her
who has suffered in travail. Children
are wearing, and those who have them
in keeping areworn. The temperof the
race is not flawless, and the list is short
of our own acquaintances who are too
ient, too tolerasnt, and too just. But
is unfalr, it is monstrous, to condemn
s whole classof women to reprobation.
and assume their guilt as well, for a
kind of offenses which we do not even
comment upon whea another class of
women commits them. The tale runs
that the Queen of Thesens compassed the
death of her step-son by extremely un-
easant and underband means. But
edea, on the other hand, killed her
own innocent children because their
father had offended her, got on comfort-
ably in very high society afterward, and
finally receiv diril:.l honors. Which
illustrates, perhaps, the average verdict
on the conduct of mothers and step-

mothers.

It i= said that second wives are jealous
of the pale ghost of their predecessors,
and visit this jealousy on their children.
Women ought eagerly ta confate this
libel upon their sex. It is often true
that older children are jealous of the
new mother; but this is becsuse
they are oht this doubt by those

Iheit ove. Selfish and jealous
will be bad step-m: a9 they
will be bad mothers. But the -
tion 'of selfish and jealous women is not

:;:diu:&;. %ﬁl the host of self-
ing, be step-mothers
ong{It not to suffer vicarious contumely.

Thsir place is not an enviable one. But

in that futnre when the voice of common- |
sense shall silence the voice of tradition, |

" it iscertain that men and women will
be ashamed to jeer at one of the most
difficait attempts, at one of the most
defenceless classes, of women. — Harper's

had pulne.! Srase

the little wrers by build-
ing suitable boxes for them. y are
invaluable as insect destroyers.
—Peanuts for Desert.—Shell roasted
nuts, remove the skins, heat them until

they are crisp in a hot oven, sprinkle
them with salt

and serve them hot with
the dessert Sherry or madeira wine is
usually taken with —N. Y. Times.

—A correspondent of the N. E. Far-
mer suggests that emplo who have
the best welfare of theirchi atheart
will see that no hired man s engaged
who uses profane or vulgar language.

—House Plants. —These sometimes, it
is said, cause malaris, the damp earth
in the pots being the cause of unwhole-
someness, but in & well ventilated room
one need rehend no trouble from the

3 Lnnaphnh.—-ﬂl ¥. Trib-

—President Henry Villard intends, il
is said, to build ‘*a warehouse elevator’
at each station along the Norfthern Pa-
cifio Railway into which farmers ean
dump and hold their grain “instead of
being compelled to place at
the mercy of the local merchants who
buy wheat st prices fixed by themselves,
simply becsuse they control the storage
capacity of the road.” —N. ¥. Tribune.

—Chamois skins may be thus cleansed:
Rub plenty of soft soap into the leather
and putit to soak for two hours in a
weak solution of soda and warm water,
rub it well till it is clean and rinse it in
warm water in which a little soda and
have been dissolved. Wring it well
in a towel and dry quickly, then pull it
and brush it till it is perfectly soft.

—For Whitewash. —Slake one peck of
lime, and while hot and at the thickness
of cream, add a pint of linseed oil and a
quarter pound of dissolved glue. Let it
stand half a day before using. This, for
interior walls, is far superior to simple
Iim':l and water. thn is also first-rate Ef'm
out-door work, tho expensive. For
buildings, fences, elcuﬁt:-'ilak-: clean, white,
fresh lime under water; add a pound of
sulphate of zinc to every pock of lime,

half a pound of salt. The addition
of yellow ochre will make ita cream
color; umber gives it a fawn color, and
lampblack a gray shade. These color-
ing i jents are not expensive. The
lampblack should be dissolved in vinegar

before mixing in.—fndianapolis Journal. pim

Prairie Hay.

the pioneer days of this county
many of the early sattlers who still sur-
vive had ample opportunity of testing the
mor_ ua_lir.i::]‘ of pr:g';rie hﬁy. &3 com-
with timothy, millet, Hungarian,
ete. Indeed, for several years wild
se4 were the main dependence for
ﬁg universal and indispensable article,
hay. Inthose daysevery man possessed
of the slightest thrift or enterprise was
sure to have an abundant supply of u
land or bottom or perhaps .
stacked about his premises, preparatory
to passing through one of those terrific
winters, which of late years are of very
rare occurrence.
The horses, cattle and & med
on prairie hay were erally ier
mJleu liable to djsg.;es_. considering

the many disadvantages existing in that | stipation. My em)
d..mimmtmnmjoymedms: Qaysolt!

uihdﬁﬁuoho—dsyhpmpeﬁngmd !
deceiving, even though they luxuriate |

on the best of timothy, millet, Hungar-

!jan, or clover hay. Having seen the

various good results produced by the ex-
clusive use of prairie hay, particularly
upland or blue-stem, I do not hesitate in
B of ogared g ommes: Det ssgocialy

i pre; ut especially
do I recommend and favor the use of
prairie hay for horses, inasmuch as it is,
in one very important consideration, not
the only one, but prominent amonﬁ the
many, namely: almostentirely free from
several species of fines, dust and mold. I
haveseen as good timothy hay, millet hay,

Hu ian hay, clover hay, and clover |
mixed with timothy, which is a very com- |
mon thing here as elsewhere, per-|
haps as good as is generally grown, snd |

I have never yet scen a hundred pounds

of these named varieties but what were |
more or less dusty, and notu tly |

musty or moldy. All who have the care

and mmnrmment of horses know how |

y obnoxious and injurious

exceeding

such hay is, and how itsnatural tenden- |
cies to promote various peculiar diseases |

or ailments; and how the horse with the
orthodox sustenance and treatment of

to-day, is absolutely subject to the thou- |

sand and one diseases that were compar-
atively unknown in the days of prairie
hay and pioneer accommodations.
unnatural, yet atthe same time
very essential, condition of the surface
of the soil, which is required to produce

the tame grasses, it wholly im- |

ible to have hay that will eo

vorably with wi :I‘]' Prairie hay,
if properly harvested, will retain its orig-
inal purity and sweetness for a '3
great length of time, and contains suffi-
cient nutritive and life-sustaining qual-
ities as to render it the hay for horses.—
Cor. Germantown Telegraph.

A Hint to Housekeepers.

A retail butcher in New York says
“The New York public haven't much
discrimination. 1 often lsugh at the

foolish way in which people will rush for | oy

the most expensive cuts. Everybody
wants mhnyrﬂ:imeribm and porter-
house and sirloin steaks, with plenty ol
tenderloin. You can't persuade them
that the chuck roast of good beef, which
is from five to eight cents a pound
than the Inm cut, is just as
eating. And you couldn't make
m believe if you took your affidavit
to it, that while the tenderloin may be
tender, it is neither as nutritious nor as
i:i:]'u!hemd. You have no idea
nearly unanimous is the demand for
these s -Lhe oﬂ:enﬂen ha\;te
difficulty in selling r portions
the which is just as gbgi at half
the price. Even when we pat it down
to less than it costs us on the hoof, when
we have a large stock to carry, we can
scarcely sell it. Beef is going to bestill
higher, and if you'll take a hint from
me you can save money by buying chuck
roasts of beef which has been kept
lﬂldl‘I: in the ice-house, and steaks
from the tender side oi the round or from
the end of the loin. It's the same
with  mutton. Ew ly wants the
rack for ing. Now, there's only
about ten or ve poands of rack in
the whole sheep, and of course it’s dear.
We can’t give away the nn't,:k and end
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will not cure you, yet as & remedy for sevare
curable bronchial, throat snd
it s two

stamps for Dr. Plerce's phlet

on and
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cuariox, Buffalo, N. Y.

A sorewmisT ‘hb&iu-thmﬂ-
tod sua.

toward & ' Its
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Ix the matter of Boston
s suffer po more than those of other cities.
are that nothing
€an cure so as Dr. Bauson's Cel

A young man says he wishes
be was a rumor, & rumor soom gaind
currency, which be has never been able to da

Tax editors have struck. So we ame In
I3

formed tle
v o pog b Al v oenle iy Ty

iy g ey
Compound. lullﬂputtlucuntar thoss

Bend to Mres. Lydia E. Pinkham, 253 Weatern
Avenue, Lynu.,ldhn.. for pamphlets.

Quezx Vicronis's favorite food ls bofled
mutton; but, a5 she Is & staid old lady, she
lbju:uloupeu—mlﬂ
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2 No famlly dyes were sver
uE-Dl:madw "l'hoyuﬂr.. Any
ong can use them. The Black is far superior

. | to logwood

A MANUFPACTURER advertisss: “The

estand bed in the market.”
of nmnmmhd.—-ﬂ’mm

Briexy Mux. “ Wells' Health Renewer™ ré-

#tores heslth and vigor, cures Dyspepsis. §L

Waar word In the English
-mﬁdh:“‘.m"

chipmunks.
W, is most. a
'HAT religion is most pesvalent in spring!?

DxaLERS are beginning to see that it 1a
mrug»wlthmuutnnhnh
it By sellingthe Charter Oak
are belped in sellivg othor things.

Enterprise Extracrdlnary.
Most of our readers, If not all, will remem-

ber that slittle over s year ago the magnifi-
esut structure st Buffalo, N. Y., known as
Plerce’s Invalids' Hotel, was entirely destroyed
by fire. We doubt, however, if many of those
who ssw notice of the conflagration atthe
time are prepared for the announcement, just
made by the proprietors, that since that oo
surrence another structure, six stories high
and one hundred feet square, has been comw

and that it ls now open for the recsp

t tion of patients. Yet such Is the fact

In the erection and furnishing of this mase-

fve and elegant bullding. nothing has been
omitted that would In amy manner tend to
benefit the aillicted, or to add to their com-
to | fort. Ten physicians and surgeons, eminent

in their respective specialties, constitate the

stafl of the imstitution, and

a

persons suffering from chroale and other ail-
ments will doubtless find bere a veritable In-
walid's Home. All inquiries as to terms, ete.,
recsive prompt attention, and should be ad-
dressed to World's Dispensary Medical Assor
clation, Buffalo, N. Y.
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by uaiag Frazer Axle Gresss.
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